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Trusting God in a World of Chaos  

I can remember growing up as Christian in the late 90s and early 
2000s where everything was about making Christianity relevant. 
Everything was about making Christianity cool. We would have t-
shirts made up, cool slogans like WWJD, and the “Jesus fish” on 
the back of our cars. 

None of that seems to matter now. Our world is now defined by 
political strife, the threat of climate change, and most recently 
how to navigate this new virus spreading across our world. In the 
midst of all that is going on, we are no longer asking for a cool 
God, we are asking for a God that is real. 

We are asking for a God that will make good on his promises of 
grace and justice, we are asking Him to make the world right like 
he says he will. We are like David crying out in Psalm 69: 

Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my 
neck. I sink in the miry depths, where there is no foot-
hold. I have come into the deep waters; the floods en-
gulf me. I am worn out calling for help; my throat is 
parched. My eyes fail, looking for my God. 

It is in moments like these where I am comforted by Jesus' words 
in Matthew 6, “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 
reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” therefore Je-
sus says, “do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. The time has 
now come to put our trust in Jesus.  

Perhaps it is not surprising than that many of our younger church 
members joined with our older church members in picking the 
more traditional name of “Trinity” Lutheran for our new Church. 
We are no longer trying to be popular or appeal to the most 
amount of people. In the midst of this changing and chaotic 
world, we are looking for something firm, foundational, and un-
changing to place our feet. And what is more foundational and 
unchanging than the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?  
 

Submitted by Jesse Hove 

Editor’s Note: 

We are so pleased to have 

had members of the 19+ 

Young Adult group con-

tribute the bulk of the arti-

cles for this month’s news-

letter.  Special thanks to 

Julia Fruck and Jesse 

Hove for their articles and 

to Mark Ranger for shar-

ing his story with us.  May 

God continue to bless your 

ministry as you serve Trin-

ity as well as the commu-

nity at large. 



 

After our latest meeting last week, Trinity’s 
Transition Board has a few updates for our faith-
ful and generous members!  

 

We were so thankful to have Bishop Michael 
Pryse and Pastor Doug Reble at Trinity on Sun-
day to officially recognize and welcome Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Hamilton, to the Eastern Syn-
od. It was wonderful to hear our Bishop’s words 
of inspiration and support!  

 

All of Trinity’s members will have received some communication of the 
proposed vision and values for our church. The feedback meetings 
(September 22 by Zoom, 27th after worship) will help to bring these 
documents into sharper focus. Thank you to everyone who has already 
communicated by email or in person!  

 

We are also very excited about the new website that will be launched in 
the next few days! A domain name is being registered and we will send 
out the link as soon as we can. We are still adding to various sections of 
the site, and we welcome feedback to Lynne Shanks, Mark Weingartner 
or Barbara Alken.  

 

Many thanks to Ed Hofer, Shirley Ouellette and Angela Doyle for 
agreeing to head up our nominating committees for Trinity’s inaugural 
Board! If you are interested, please contact them directly or the office.  

 

And, once again, thank you to all our members for their generosity and 
support. We are moving, together, to bring Trinity wholly into our 
community as a living expression of God’s love, and every single person 
in our extensive community is vital to that work.  

 

We hope that you can all join us for Trinity’s first congregational meet-
ing on October 4th! Please see Pastor Thomas’s email for details on 
how to participate and what will be discussed.  

 

“He has made everything beautiful in its time”  

Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 

Stay healthy! Stay safe!  

Trinity Transition Board  

Congregational Communication  by Barb alken 
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TRINITY  
MILESTONES 

 
Happy Birthday to those mem-
bers of Trinity turning 90 + this 
month.  They are: 
Dutch Kelly  Oct 4th 
Ilsa Zabel  Oct 17th 
Karl Habl  Oct 22nd 
Elizabeth Szabo Oct 24th 
 
We wish all of the above a VERY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and God’s 

Blessings for many, many more! 

OCTOBER ZOOM 

 SERVICES 

Oct 4, 2020 10:00 AM  
Congregational Meeting 

Meeting ID: 868 8847 2037 

Passcode: 528531 

+1 647 374 4685 Canada 

+1 647 558 0588 Canada 
 

Oct 11, 2020 10:00 AM  
Thanksgiving 

Oct 18, 2020 10:00 AM 

Oct 25, 2020 10:00 AM  
Reformation Sunday 

+1 647 374 4685 Canada 

+1 647 558 0588 Canada 

Meeting ID: 890 0740 2655 

Passcode: 885381 
 

Be sure that your telephone con-

tract allows for unlimited long 

distance calling in Canada, as ad-

ditional charges may occur other-

wise. 

If you are wanting to attend 

In-Person worship, please 

remember to call the Church 

office no later than the 

Thursday before the service 

to register. October services 

are being held at the Fennell 

Ave location. 



MEET— MARK RANGER  

A member of the 19+ Young Adult Group at Trinity 
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BIBLES AND BAGELS 

VIA ZOOM! 
 

The Women’s Bible Study that usual-
ly meets at Hughson St is now meet-
ing via ZOOM during the COVID-19 
crisis.  The next Zoom Meeting is  
Saturday, October 31 at 10:30 
am.  Topic to be determ ined.  If 
you are a regular member you will be 
sent the link to join, or you can email 
Jackie at nunnsjackie@gmail.com to 
send it.  Alternatively, you can phone 
in:  

Meeting ID: 858 6447 6154 

Passcode: 014841 

+1 647 374 4685 Canada 

+1 647 558 0588 Canada 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
VIA ZOOM! 

 

Men’s Breakfast will meet via Zoom 
on Saturday, October 31 at 9:00 am.   
If you wish to login in via computer 
and are not on the email list please 
contact Pastor Thomas 
tfrm58@gmail.com.. Alterna-
tively, you can phone in  

Meeting ID: 839 6718 7456 

Passcode: 414023 

+1 647 374 4685 Canada 

+1 647 558 0588 Canada 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

VIA ZOOM 
 

For the foreseeable future, Sunday 
School will be offered via Zoom after 
services most Sundays (11:00 am) If 
your child wishes to participate 
please contact Pastor Daniela 

daniela.mertz@elkb.de to be 
included in the emailed invitations 
 

Here are the details for the month of 
October: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/  

 
Oct 4, 2020 11:00 AM 
Oct 11, 2020 11:00 AM 
Oct 18, 2020 11:00 AM 
Oct 25, 2020 11:00 AM 
 
Meeting ID: 828 5013 1054 
Passcode: 165482 

Q: Please introduce yourself! Name, age, where are 

you from, what do you do/plan to do? How did you 

find Trinity and become an attending member? 

A: My name is Mark Ranger. I’m 26 and have lived in 

Hamilton my whole life. I’m a recent graduate of Mo-

hawk College’s Software Development program and 

am currently looking for work in that field. I found 

Trinity through my fiancé Nicole Koevoets who has 

been a member for a long time.  

Q: What was it like transitioning to a Lutheran Church, considering you came from 

another faith background (Feel free to share as little or as much, depending on your 

comfort level) 

A: Transitioning to a Lutheran Church was easier than I expected. My Catholic up-

bringing had me used to a ton of traditions and ceremonies during Mass, many of 

which I did not understand the meaning of. Trinity keeps their focus on the music 

and the message, which have always been the most valuable parts of a service in my 

opinion. Regarding the community, they’ve gone above and beyond to make me feel 

welcomed at Trinity. On my first day at the church, I expected to have a similar ex-

perience to what I’ve previously seen. The Koevoets and I would stay in our lane, 

attend service and go home. That was made impossible by the volume of people 

who came up to introduce themselves, ask about me and take interest in what I had 

to say. The community is what makes Trinity special. The community turned my 

‘transition’ into a single day process.  

Q: How has the concept of church and community in the church been affected dur-

ing the pandemic? 

A: Church and community have been incredibly important during the pandemic. 

Many people have truly suffered through these difficult times in isolation but being 

a part of Trinity has kept me connected to strong community of people with their 

creative ways of bringing us together safely. Group chats, ZOOM calls and drive-in 

movies come to mind. 

Q: You have been very involved in the Young Adults group. Tell us a bit about your 

experience in youth/young adult groups. Both at Trinity and before. 

Trinity’s Young Adults group is my first experience with a youth group. There have 

been church related activities I’ve been a part of like the Christmas play and the 

months attending confirmation classes but nothing I’ve joined voluntarily. The 

Young Adults group has been amazing and welcoming in all the same ways the con-

gregation has been. The leadership of our group is open to anything; I feel like I can 

suggest any activity for our group to do and I’ll get 100% effort put in to making 

that experience a great one. Our leaders put in a lot of work to make that possible, 

and their success can be seen when introverted people such as myself look forward 

to attending their weekly social events. 

Q: What is something that you are excited about to see or hopefully see at Trinity in 

the coming time?  

A: I’m excited to have everyone comfortable to attend in person services again. I 

know this is a difficult task particularly with Trinity having an older demographic, 

but I’m looking forward to it regardless of how long that takes. In the longer term, 

I’m excited to see the Young Adults group expand. We have a passionate core of 

people in the group which is a great start, but all of us have the opportunity to ap-

proach our young Trinity members to inform them of what’s available.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82850131054?pwd=ZENROTN1Z01zMFZhS1FNNmpYTjNGdz09


 

So, you have finished confirmation classes, attended one too many sleepless youth events and com-
pleted your final chili dinner fundraiser all before turning 18. Unfortunately, that is where the fun 
stops, right? Now it is time for long annual meetings and attempting to figure out the confusing com-
mittee schedules. Church has so many opportunities for learning, service and fellowship but some-
times the transition from supervised youth events to utter independence can be hard. Where do you 
start?  

That’s where the 19+ group comes into play.  

Over this past year, Trinity Church has gone through many changes and one adjustment to note has 
been the beginning of the Trinity Young Adult Group. What may have started with a weekly Dun-
geons and Dragons campaign (a fantasy tabletop role-playing game) has quickly grown into a proper 
young adult group attempting to find its way in the Trinity Community.  

The first task was to create space for them to work in. Near the end of October 2019, the young 
adults worked together to reinvent the top floor of the 
Hughson Street location. This resulted in a multi-
purpose room that is flexible enough for a ping pong 
tournament, band practices, confirmation classes and 
any future event that young adults hope to attempt. 
Once they had a space of their own the next step was 
to find out what the church needed from them too. Of-
fering their youthful and energetic hands a weekend 
was dedicated to work in the broiling sun to clean up 
the King Street location’s community gardens from the 
weeds and winter abuse. Unfortunately, as the young 
adults started their time as a group, the pandemic had 
other plans. Unable to meet in person, online 
hangouts were quickly organized. Online games nights 
and discussions took place nearly weekly and offered a 
fun way to ride out the pandemic without feeling alone. This unique opportunity of distance connec-
tions gave the young adults the chance to connect with many others who they would normally miss 
out on. Jumping on the digital trend, the Eastern Synod connected many young adults’ groups 
across Canada in joke filled Zoom calls that took place once a month. The Young Lutherans of Cana-
da were given the chance to make new friends and find new supports in their faith and their lives. 
One young adult, Kristina Kuhnert from Waterloo, even going as far as creating a YouTube channel 
to help spread the word of God and some really interesting discussions on modern faith. Videos such 
as “Top 10 tips for YAYA applications” and “Talk Back” posts made the channel Young Canadian Lu-
theran a fun place for the 19+ group to interact. At last, as the country begins to open again and 
restrictions are lifted, Trinity Young Adults are trying to move with the times and are still working to 
come together however possible. While the weather is nice, drive in movie nights have taken place in 
the parking lot of the King Street location, DnD is back up and running with masks on and tables 
placed 6ft apart and a logo competition is being held to decide how the Young Adults will identify 
themselves in their faith community.  

Going forward, Trinity Young Adults are encouraged to push the limits of their group and plan their 
own events for the group and the church. Their wildest dreams have yet to be turned down and are 
waiting for further opportunities to arrive as other groups and committees. Chances for leadership 
and exploration is the main mission for anyone who enters the 19+ group. As they grow in their faith 
and have a little fun along the way, their Facebook page would like to remind all, “There is always a 
place set for you among the Trinity Young Adults”. 

The Trinity Young Adults: How To Build a 
New Group During a Pandemic  
 

Submitted by Julia Fruck 
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Pictured from the left: Mark, Julia, Nicole, Fred, 

Justin, Alex, Carter, Will and Lucas 
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German Afternoon 

On ZOOM! 

A get together of our 
German speaking mem-
bers with a devotion in 
our native language and 
a presentation on the 

painter Caspar David Friedrich. 

Oct 17, 2020 02:00 PM  

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 881 9012 6321 

Passcode: 503929 

+1 647 374 4685 Canada 

+1 647 558 0588 Canada 

Meeting ID: 881 9012 6321 

Passcode: 503929 

You can also call the church office to 
have the Zoom link emailed to you. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

A reminder of the first Congrega-
tional Meeting to be held at Trinity’s 
Fennell Ave location on October 4th. 

The agenda is as follows: 

a) Pastors' report  

b) Adoption of Trinity's constitu-

tion and by-laws 

c) Board elections 

d) Adoption of the budget 

e) Update on location search  

f) Adoption of Trinity's vision 

and values 

Copies of our constitution and by-

laws as well as the budget are availa-

ble at the church or will be emailed/

mailed to you upon request but are 

basically the same as were presented 

at the amalgamation votes. 

If you want to attend in person, 

please call/email the church office 

before Thursday, October 1st.  Alter-

natively, you can log into Zoom to 

see the service and the meeting af-

terwards.  The link is as follows: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 868 8847 2037 

Passcode: 528531 

+1 647 374 4685 Canada 

+1 647 558 0588 Canada 

Bishop’s Visit 
We were blessed to have Bishop Michael Pryse join us at in-Person wor-

ship on Sunday, September 20th along with Pastor Doug Reble, Assistant 

to the Bishop.  They were there to both preach and officially welcome 

Trinity Lutheran Church as a part of the Eastern Synod.  Below find a 

couple of pictures that capture the event. 

Worship God with Music! 

Do you love to sing?   
Would you be interested in leading the hymns one 
Sunday?  
Do you sing or play an instrument?  
Would you like to be featured as our special music one 
Sunday?  
Give the gift of music to our Trinity family! 
Let us know if you’d be willing to share your talents! 
Contact Heide at heide.lang@gmail.com or 905-616-2575. 
Our zoom music team meetings are on: 
          Thursdays at 7:00 pm.  
All choir and praise team members are encouraged to zoom in!  If you’d like 
to join us, contact Heide to be added to the email list. Or just join the zoom 
meet - we love adding new singers/musicians to our team! 

Meeting ID: 905 616 2575 

Passcode: upbeat 

1 647 374 4685 Canada 

1 647 558 0588 Canada 

Women’s Auxiliary Update 

On September 23, 2020 President Helen Weber wrote: 

“It is with regret and a measure of sadness that the board of The Auxiliary of 
Martin Luther University College has decided to disband the organization”.  

This is certainly a sign of the times.  Numerous changes in the past few years in-
cluding the disbanding of many congregational women’s groups has reflected in 
a decrease in financial support, attendance at annual meetings and lack of volun-
teers to provide leadership.   Many of Trinity’s members have been involved in 
the Auxiliary’s vision and mission for years so this is a sad announcement in-
deed.  A celebration to honour the work of the Auxiliary through the years is 
planned, but with Covid restrictions will not be organized until sometime in 
2021. 

If you wish to read the full letter it can be found on the Synod’s website at  

easternsynod.ca.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88190126321?pwd=NjNib296cUo2MWtIWGs2Q0xzemZDZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86888472037?pwd=SnNteWROdS9iTFhwUXhQOE1BYUQyQT09
mailto:heide.lang@gmail.com
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Hamilton, ON  L8R 1G6 

905-974-9878 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Pastor Thomas and  

Pastor Daniela Mertz  
 

OUR VISION 

Together God has given us 
everything we need to be 

able to create a church that 
is a beacon of worship, 

care, learning, and service. 
 

ONE IN CHRIST  is published un-

der the auspices of the Trinity Lu-

theran Church.  The Editorial 

Board is comprised of  members of 

the congregation and the pastors.  

Submissions will be edited for 

clarity, positivism, adherence to 

our mission statement, constitu-

tion and the love of Christ as re-

vealed in the Holy Scriptures.   
 

Please make all submissions to 

Cathy Calvin by email before the 

20th of each month to 

dccalvin1980@gmail.com. 


